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“On the fifteenth, the uposatha day,
the four great kings themselves
wander over this world, thinking:
‘We hope there are many people
who behave properly toward their
mother and father, behave properly
toward ascetics and brahmins, honor
the elders of the family, observe the
uposatha, keep the extra
observance days, and do
meritorious deeds.”

Source: Catumaharaja Sutta AN 3.37 AN 1 142
Translated by Bhikkhu Bodhi
https://suttacentral.net/an3.37
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Sattajatilasutta SN 3.11 https://suttacentral.net/sn3.11
Translated by Bhikkhu Sujato

You Can Get to Know a
Person’s Ethics by Living
with Them...

At one time the Buddha was staying near Savattht
in the Eastern Monastery, the stilt longhouse of
Migara’s mother.

Then in the late afternoon, the Buddha came out
of retreat and sat outside the gate. Then King
Pasenadi of Kosala went up to the Buddha,
bowed, and sat down to one side.
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Now at that time seven matted-hair ascetics,
seven Jain ascetics, seven naked ascetics, seven
one-cloth ascetics, and seven wanderers passed
by not far from the Buddha. Their armpits and
bodies were hairy, and their nails were long; and
they carried their stuff with shoulder-poles.

Then King Pasenadi got up from his seat,
arranged his robe over one shoulder, knelt with
his right knee on the ground, raised his joined
palms toward those various ascetics, and
pronounced his name three times: “Sirs, I am
Pasenadi, king of Kosala! ... I am Pasenadi, king
of Kosala!”

Then, soon after those ascetics had left, King
Pasenadi went up to the Buddha, bowed, sat down
to one side, and said to him, “Sir, are they among
those in the world who are perfected ones or who
are on the path to perfection?”

“Great king, as a layman enjoying sensual
pleasures, living at home with your children,

using sandalwood imported from Kasi, wearing
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garlands, perfumes, and makeup, and accepting
gold and money, it’s hard for you to know who is
perfected or on the path to perfection.

You can get to know a person’s ethics by living
with them. But only after a long time, not
casually; only when paying attention, not when
inattentive; and only by the wise, not the
witless.

You can get to know a person’s purity by
dealing with them. ...

You can get to know a person’s resilience in
times of trouble. ...

You can get to know a person’s wisdom by
discussion. But only after a long time, not
casually; only when paying attention, not when
inattentive; and only by the wise, not the witless.”

“It’s incredible, sir, it’s amazing, how well said
this was by the Buddha. ...
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Sir, these are my spies, my undercover agents
returning after spying on the country. First, they
go undercover, then I have them report to me.
And now—when they have washed off the dust
and dirt, and are nicely bathed and anointed, with
hair and beard dressed, and dressed in white—
they will amuse themselves, supplied and
provided with the five kinds of sensual
stimulation.”

Then, knowing the meaning of this, on that
occasion the Buddha recited these verses:

“It’s not easy to know a man by his appearance.
You shouldn’t trust them at first sight.

For undisciplined men live in this world
disguised as the disciplined.

Like a fake earring made of clay,

like a copper penny coated with gold,
they live hidden in the world,

corrupt inside but impressive outside.”
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© “And'what is wrong livelihood? . - -

Deceit, * f ’

- flattery, :

hinting, by ard I X
and belittling, L : '
and using material possessmns to chase after other
material possessions. . -~ . . -

This is wrong livelihood.”

Mahacattarisakasutta MN 117
https://suttacentral.net/mn117~
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Unskillful Behaviors
Skillful Behaviors

At one time the Buddha was staying near Savatthi
in Jeta’s Grove, Anathapindika’s monastery.

Now at that time the wanderer Uggahamana
Samanamundikaputta was residing together with
around three hundred wanderers?® in
Mallika’s single-halled monastery for group
debates, set among the flaking pale-moon ebony

3 around five hundred wanderers
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trees (Tena kho pana samayena uggahamano
paribbdjako samanamundikaputto samayappavadake
tindukacire ekasalake mallikaya arame pativasati
mahatiya paribbajakaparisaya saddhim paficamattehi
paribbajakasatehi.)

Then the master builder Paficakanga left Savatthi
in the middle of the day to see the Buddha. It
occurred to him, “It’s the wrong time to see the
Buddha, as he’s in retreat. And it’s the wrong
time to see the esteemed mendicants, as they’re in
retreat. Why don’t I go to Mallika’s monastery to

visit the wanderer Uggahamana?” So that’s what
he did.

Now at that time, Uggahamana was sitting
together with a large assembly of wanderers
making an uproar, a dreadful racket. They
engaged in all kinds of unworthy talk, such as talk
about kings, bandits, and ministers; talk about
armies, threats, and wars; talk about food, drink,
clothes, and beds; talk about garlands and
fragrances; talk about family, vehicles, villages,
towns, cities, and countries; talk about women
and heroes; street talk and well talk; talk about the
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departed; motley talk; tales of land and sea; and
talk about being reborn in this or that state of
existence.

Uggahamana saw Paficakanga coming off in the
distance, and hushed his own assembly, “Be
quiet, good sirs, don’t make a sound. Here comes
Paficakanga, a disciple of the ascetic Gotama. He
Is included among the white-clothed lay disciples
of the ascetic Gotama, who is residing in Savatthi.
Such venerables like the quiet, are educated to be
quiet, and praise the quiet. Hopefully if he sees
that our assembly is quiet, he’ll see fit to
approach.” Then those wanderers fell silent.

Then Paricakanga approached Uggahamana, and
exchanged greetings with him. When the
greetings and polite conversation were over, he
sat down to one side. Uggahamana said to him:

“Householder, when an individual has four
qualities 1 describe them as an invincible
ascetic—accomplished in the skillful, excelling in
the skillful, attained to the highest attainment.
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What four? It’s when they do no bad deeds with
their body; speak no bad words; think no bad
thoughts; and don’t earn a living by bad
livelihood. When an individual has these four
qualities, | describe them as an invincible
ascetic.”

Then Parficakanga neither approved nor dismissed
that mendicant’s statement. He got up from his
seat, thinking, “I will learn the meaning of this
statement from the Buddha himself.”

Then he went to the Buddha, bowed, sat down to
one side, and informed the Buddha of all that had
been discussed.

When he had spoken, the Buddha said to him,
“Master builder, if what Uggahamana says is true,
a little baby boy is an invincible ascetic—
accomplished in the skillful, excelling in the
skillful, attained to the highest attainment. For a
little baby doesn’t even have a concept of ‘a
body’, so how could they possibly do a bad deed
with their body, apart from just wriggling? And a
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little baby doesn’t even have a concept of
‘speech’, so how could they possibly speak bad
words, apart from just crying? And a little baby
doesn’t even have a concept of ‘thought’, so how
could they possibly think bad thoughts, apart
from just whimpering? And a little baby doesn’t
even have a concept of ‘livelihood’, so how could
they possibly earn a living by bad livelihood,
apart from their mother’s breast? If what
Uggahamana says is true, a little baby boy is an
invincible ascetic—accomplished in the skillful,
excelling in the skillful, attained to the highest
attainment.

When an individual has four qualities | describe
them, not as an invincible ascetic—accomplished
in the skillful, excelling in the skillful, attained to
the highest attainment—but as having achieved
the same level as a little baby. What four? It’s
when they do no bad deeds with their body; speak
no bad words; think no bad thoughts; and don’t
earn a living by bad livelihood. When an
individual has these four qualities | describe
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them, not as an invincible ascetic, but as having
achieved the same level as a little baby.

When an individual has ten qualities, master
builder, I describe them as an invincible ascetic—
accomplished in the skillful, excelling in the
skillful, attained to the highest attainment.

But certain things must first be understood, | say.
‘These are unskillful behaviors.” ‘Unskillful
behaviors stem from this.” ‘Here unskillful
behaviors cease without anything left over.
‘Someone practicing like this is practicing for the
cessation of unskillful behaviors.’

‘These are skillful behaviors.” ‘Skillful behaviors
stem from this.” ‘Here skillful behaviors cease
without anything left over.” ‘Someone practicing
like this is practicing for the cessation of skillful
behaviors.’

‘These are unskillful thoughts.” ‘Unskillful
thoughts stem from this.” ‘Here unskillful
thoughts cease without anything left over.’
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‘Someone practicing like this is practicing for the
cessation of unskillful thoughts.’

‘These are skillful thoughts.” ‘Skillful thoughts
stem from this.” ‘Here skillful thoughts cease
without anything left over.” ‘Someone practicing
like this is practicing for the cessation of skillful
thoughts.’

And what, master builder, are unskillful
behaviors? Unskillful deeds by way of body and
speech, and bad livelihood. These are called
unskillful behaviors.

And where do these unskillful behaviors stem
from? Where they stem from has been stated. You
should say that they stem from the mind. What
mind? The mind takes many and diverse forms.
But unskillful behaviors stem from a mind that
has greed, hate, and delusion.

And where do these unskillful behaviors cease
without anything left over? Their cessation has
also been stated. It’s when a mendicant gives up
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bad conduct by way of body, speech, and mind,
and develops good conduct by way of body,
speech, and mind, they give up wrong livelihood
and earn a living by right livelihood. This is
where these unskillful behaviors cease without
anything left over.

And how is someone practicing for the cessation
of unskillful behaviors? It’s when a mendicant
generates enthusiasm, tries, makes an effort,
exerts the mind, and strives so that bad, unskillful
qualities don’t arise. They generate enthusiasm,
try, make an effort, exert the mind, and strive so
that bad, unskillful qualities that have arisen are
given up. They generate enthusiasm, try, make an
effort, exert the mind, and strive so that skillful
qualities arise. They generate enthusiasm, try,
make an effort, exert the mind, and strive so that
skillful qualities that have arisen remain, are not
lost, but increase, mature, and are completed by
development. Someone practicing like this is
practicing for the cessation of unskillful
behaviors.
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And what are skillful behaviors? Skillful deeds
by way of body and speech, and purified
livelihood are included in behavior, | say.
These are called skillful behaviors.

And where do these skillful behaviors stem from?
Where they stem from has been stated. You
should say that they stem from the mind. What
mind? The mind takes many and diverse forms.
But skillful behaviors stem from a mind that is
free from greed, hate, and delusion.

And where do these skillful behaviors cease
without anything left over? Their cessation has
also been stated. It’s when a mendicant behaves
ethically, but they don’t identify with their ethical
behavior. And they truly understand the freedom
of heart and freedom by wisdom where these
skillful behaviors cease without anything left
over.

And how is someone practicing for the cessation
of skillful behaviors? It’s when a mendicant
generates enthusiasm, tries, makes an effort,
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exerts the mind, and strives so that bad, unskillful
qualities don’t arise ... so that unskillful qualities
are given up ... so that skillful qualities arise ...
so that skillful qualities that have arisen remain,
are not lost, but increase, mature, and are fulfilled
by development. Someone practicing like this is
practicing for the cessation of skillful behaviors.

And what are unskillful thoughts? Thoughts of
sensuality, of malice, and of cruelty. These are
called unskillful thoughts.

And where do these unskillful thoughts stem
from? Where they stem from has been stated. You
should say that they stem from perception. What
perception? Perception takes many and diverse
forms. Perceptions of sensuality, malice, and
cruelty—unskillful thoughts stem from this.

And where do these unskillful thoughts cease
without anything left over? Their cessation has
also been stated. It’s when a mendicant, quite
secluded from sensual pleasures, secluded from
unskillful qualities, enters and remains in the first
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absorption, which has the rapture and bliss born
of seclusion, while placing the mind and keeping
it connected. This is where these unskillful
thoughts cease without anything left over.

And how is someone practicing for the cessation
of unskillful thoughts? It’s when a mendicant
generates enthusiasm, tries, makes an effort,
exerts the mind, and strives so that bad, unskillful
qualities don’t arise ... so that unskillful qualities
are given up ... so that skillful qualities arise ...
so that skillful qualities that have arisen remain,
are not lost, but increase, mature, and are fulfilled
by development. Someone practicing like this is
practicing for the cessation of unskillful thoughts.

And what are skillful thoughts? Thoughts of
renunciation, good will, and harmlessness. These
are called skillful thoughts.

And where do these skillful thoughts stem from?
Where they stem from has been stated. You
should say that they stem from perception. What
perception? Perception takes many and diverse
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forms. Perceptions of renunciation, good will,
and harmlessness—skillful thoughts stem from
this.

And where do these skillful thoughts cease
without anything left over? Their cessation has
also been stated. It’s when, as the placing of the
mind and keeping it connected are stilled, a
mendicant enters and remains in the second
absorption, which has the rapture and bliss born
of immersion, with internal clarity and
confidence, and unified mind, without placing the
mind and keeping it connected. This is where
these skillful thoughts cease without anything left
over.

And how is someone practicing for the cessation
of skillful thoughts? It’s when a mendicant
generates enthusiasm, tries, makes an effort,
exerts the mind, and strives so that bad, unskillful
qualities don’t arise ... so that unskillful qualities
are given up ... so that skillful qualities arise ...
so that skillful qualities that have arisen remain,
are not lost, but increase, mature, and are fulfilled
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by development. Someone practicing like this is
practicing for the cessation of skillful thoughts.

Master builder, when an individual has what ten
qualities do | describe them as an invincible
ascetic—accomplished in the skillful, excelling in
the skillful, attained to the highest attainment? It’s
when a mendicant has an adept’s right view, right
thought, right speech, right action, right
livelihood, right effort, right mindfulness, right
immersion, right knowledge, and right freedom.
When an individual has these ten qualities, |
describe them as an invincible ascetic—
accomplished in the skillful, excelling in the
skillful, attained to the highest attainment.”

That is what the Buddha said. Satisfied,

Paficakanga the master builder was happy with
what the Buddha said.

Samanamundikasutta MN 78 https://suttacentral.net/mn78
Translated by Bhikkhu Sujato
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